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At what point did machines and technology begin to have an impact on the cultural consciousness and
imagination of Europe? How was this reflected through the art and literature of the time? Was technology a
sign of the fall of humanity from its original state of innocence or a sign of human progress and mastery over
the natural world? In his characteristically lucid and captivating style, Jonathan Sawday investigates these
questions and more by engaging with the poetry, philosophy, art, and engineering of the period to find the
lost world of the machine in the pre-industrial culture of the European Renaissance.

The aesthetic and intellectual dimension of these machines appealed to familiar figures such as Shakespeare,
Francis Bacon, Montaigne, and Leonardo da Vinci as well as to a host of lesser known writers and artists in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. This intellectual engagement with machines in the European
Renaissance gave rise to new attitudes towards gender, work and labour, and even fostered the new sciences
of artificial life and reason which would be pursued by figures such as Descartes, Hobbes, and Leibniz in the
seventeenth century.

Writers, philosophers and artists had mixed and often conflicting reactions to technology, reflecting a
paradoxical attitude between modern progress and traditional values. Underpinning the enthusiastic creation
of a machine-driven world, then, were stories of loss and catastrophe. These contradictory attitudes are part
of the legacy of the European Renaissance, just as much as the plays of Shakespeare or the poetry of John
Milton. And this historical legacy helps to explain many of our own attitudes towards the technology that
surrounds us, sustains us, and sometimes perplexes us in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Anita Jones:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Engines of the Imagination:
Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the Machine. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Richard Freed:

The knowledge that you get from Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the
Machine may be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Engines of the Imagination:
Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the Machine giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author
of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the
Machine instantly.

Mary Barnett:

Beside this Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the Machine in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of
the Machine because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find
this book and also read it from at this point!

Gerald Kelly:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Engines of the Imagination:
Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the Machine can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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