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“An absolutely fascinating blend of history, design, sociology, and cultural poetics?highly
recommended.”?Maria Popova, Brain Pickings

A charming and indispensable tour of two thousand years of the written word, Shady Characters weaves a
fascinating trail across the parallel histories of language and typography.

Whether investigating the asterisk (*) and dagger (†)?which alternately illuminated and skewered heretical
verses of the early Bible?or the at sign (@), which languished in obscurity for centuries until rescued by the
Internet, Keith Houston draws on myriad sources to chart the life and times of these enigmatic squiggles,
both exotic (¶) and everyday (&).

From the Library of Alexandria to the halls of Bell Labs, figures as diverse as Charlemagne, Vladimir
Nabokov, and George W. Bush cross paths with marks as obscure as the interrobang (?) and as divisive as
the dash (?). Ancient Roman graffiti, Venetian trading shorthand, Cold War double agents, and Madison
Avenue round out an ever more diverse set of episodes, characters, and artifacts.

Richly illustrated, ranging across time, typographies, and countries, Shady Characters will delight and
entertain all who cherish the unpredictable and surprising in the writing life.

2-color; 75 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Lula Barnes:

Often the book Shady Characters: The Secret Life of Punctuation, Symbols, and Other Typographical Marks
will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Shady Characters:
The Secret Life of Punctuation, Symbols, and Other Typographical Marks is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Tracey Egan:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually Shady Characters: The Secret Life of Punctuation, Symbols, and
Other Typographical Marks. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Richard Stratton:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Shady Characters: The Secret Life of Punctuation, Symbols, and Other
Typographical Marks was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Erica Futch:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Shady Characters: The Secret Life of
Punctuation, Symbols, and Other Typographical Marks to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill
of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for
you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the book Shady Characters: The Secret Life of Punctuation,
Symbols, and Other Typographical Marks can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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