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In this enlarged and thoroughly revised third edition of his widely used text, Darwin Reid Payne explores the
principles and philosophies that shape the visual elements of theatre. Payne sets out to discover who
scenographers are and to define their responsibilities. He sees scenographers as not merely craftspersons but
artists with a special vision that spans all the arts. Such artists are in a position to extend and amplify
underlying meanings of the production. The proper goal of beginning scenographers, according to Payne, is
one day to be able to approach the job as artists in full command of their craft. Payne seeks to instill in
beginning scenographers a basic core of knowledge: an understanding of theatre history and the development
of drama; a knowledge of art history and an understanding of periods and styles of architecture, painting,
sculpture, furnishings, and costume; and a familiarity with the principles, techniques, and materials of
pictorial and three-dimensional design. This new edition contains 248 illustrations, 38 more than the second
edition. Payne's goal, certainly, is to teach students what to do and how to do it; equally important, however,
is Payne's view that scenographers must know why. To Payne, Scenography is an art whose scope is nothing
less than the whole world outside the theatre. Scenographers must read not only in their own field but in
others as well. Payne has incorporated into his text many suggestions for outside readings, quoting passages
and even entire chapters from important works. Stressing research, Payne argues that without knowledge of
the literature of their own and related arts, scenographers cannot grow. Andthat is the emphasis of this book:
to present aspiring scenographers with an approach and a set of concepts that will enable them to grow.
Toward that end, Payne establishes five priorities, the first of which is to develop in students what he calls
time vision, or the ability to see the historical past as a living place with living inhabitants. The second
priority is to bring about an awareness that allows students to see beneath the surface of objects and events.
Third, students must be helped to recognize and appreciate the difference between the concept of space as it
exists outside the theatre and the concept of space as it is used within the theatre. The fourth priority is to
ingrain in students an understanding of the importance of imagery to the scenographer, and the final priority
is to teach those technical skills necessary to carry out the concepts of the scenographer.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition (Ann
Arbor Paperback). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important a book The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition (Ann Arbor Paperback). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a
book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Lauren Veach:

The event that you get from The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition (Ann Arbor Paperback) is a more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition (Ann Arbor
Paperback) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The Scenographic
Imagination, Third Edition (Ann Arbor Paperback) instantly.

Daniel Bryant:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you is The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition (Ann Arbor Paperback) this
reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Edward Franco:

You can obtain this The Scenographic Imagination, Third Edition (Ann Arbor Paperback) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and



searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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