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If politics is the art of the possible, then compromise is the artistry of democracy. Unless one partisan
ideology holds sway over all branches of government, compromise is necessary to govern for the benefit of
all citizens. A rejection of compromise biases politics in favor of the status quo, even when the rejection
risks crisis. Why then is compromise so difficult in American politics today?

In The Spirit of Compromise, eminent political thinkers Amy Gutmann and Dennis Thompson connect the
rejection of compromise to the domination of campaigning over governing--the permanent campaign---in
American democracy today. They show that campaigning for political office calls for a mindset that blocks
compromise--standing tenaciously on principle to mobilize voters and mistrusting opponents in order to
defeat them. Good government calls for an opposite cluster of attitudes and arguments--the compromising
mindset--that inclines politicians to adjust their principles and to respect their opponents. It is a mindset that
helps politicians appreciate and take advantage of opportunities for desirable compromise.

Gutmann and Thompson explore the dynamics of these mindsets by comparing the historic compromises on
tax reform under President Reagan in 1986 and health care reform under President Obama in 2010. Both
compromises were difficult to deliver but only tax reform was bipartisan. Drawing lessons from these and
other important compromises--and failures to compromise--in American politics, Gutmann and Thompson
propose changes in our political institutions, processes, and mindsets that would encourage a better balance
between campaigning and governing.

Calling for greater cooperation in contemporary politics, The Spirit of Compromise will interest all who care
about whether their government leaders can work together.
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From reader reviews:

Verna Smith:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Spirit of Compromise: Why
Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Randy Garrison:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Spirit of Compromise: Why Governing Demands It and
Campaigning Undermines It it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Timothy Kahle:

This The Spirit of Compromise: Why Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It is great
publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal
with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately
using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Spirit of Compromise: Why Governing
Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right
but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt which?

Bernice Smith:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Spirit of Compromise: Why
Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It as well as others sources were given information for



you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Spirit of Compromise: Why
Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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