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In 1801, the first complete mastodon skeleton was excavated in the Hudson River Valley, marking the
climax of a century-long debate in America and Europe over the identity of a mysterious creature known as
the American Incognitum. Long before the dinosaurs were discovered and the notion of geological time
acquired currency, many citizens of the new republic believed this mythical beast to be a ferocious carnivore,
capable of crushing deer and elk in its "monstrous grinders." During the American Revolution, George
Washington and Thomas Jefferson avidly collected its bones; for the founding fathers, its massive jaws
symbolized the violence of the natural world and the emerging nation's own dreams of conquest.

Paul Semonin's lively history of this icon of American nationalism focuses on the link between patriotism
and prehistoric nature. From the first fist-sized tooth found in 1705, which Puritan clergyman claimed was
evidence of human giants, to the scientific racialism associated with the discovery of extinct species,
Semonin traces the evangelical beliefs, Enlightenment thought, and Indian myths which led the founding
fathers to view this prehistoric monster as a symbol of nationhood.

Semonin also sees the mystery of the mastodon in early America as a cautionary tale about the first
flowering of our narcissistic fascination with a prehistoric nature ruled by ferocious carnivores. As such,
American Monster offers fresh insights into the genesis of the ongoing fascination with dinosaurs.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Rodrigue:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This American Monster: How the Nation's First Prehistoric Creature
Became a Symbol of National Identity book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You
will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease
the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with American Monster: How the Nation's
First Prehistoric Creature Became a Symbol of National Identity content conveys the thought easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it.
So , do you continue to thinking American Monster: How the Nation's First Prehistoric Creature Became a
Symbol of National Identity is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Waldo Gates:

This American Monster: How the Nation's First Prehistoric Creature Became a Symbol of National Identity
is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great manage
word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having American Monster: How the Nation's First Prehistoric Creature
Became a Symbol of National Identity in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but
this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Beverly McClendon:

You may get this American Monster: How the Nation's First Prehistoric Creature Became a Symbol of
National Identity by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Maryellen Tilley:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.



You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the American Monster: How the Nation's First Prehistoric Creature Became a
Symbol of National Identity when you required it?
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