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After the fall of the Taliban, instability reigned across Afghanistan. However, in the small town of Istalif,
located a little over an hour north of Kabul and not far from Bagram on the Shomali Plain, local politics
remained relatively violence-free. Bazaar Politics examines this seemingly paradoxical situation, exploring
how the town's local politics maintained peace despite a long, violent history in a country dealing with a
growing insurgency.

At the heart of this story are the Istalifi potters, skilled craftsmen trained over generations. With workshops
organized around extended families and competition between workshops strong, kinship relations become
political and subtle negotiations over power and authority underscore most interactions. Starting from this
microcosm, Noah Coburn then investigates power and relationships at various levels, from the potters'
families; to the local officials, religious figures, and former warlords; and ultimately to the international
community and NGO workers.

Offering the first long-term on-the-ground study since the arrival of allied forces in 2001, Noah Coburn
introduces readers to daily life in Afghanistan through portraits of local residents and stories of his own
experiences. He reveals the ways in which the international community has misunderstood the forces driving
local conflict and the insurgency, misunderstandings that have ultimately contributed to the political unrest
rather than resolved it. Though on first blush the potters of Istalif may seem far removed from international
affairs, it is only through understanding politics, power, and culture on the local level that we can then shed
new light on Afghanistan's difficult search for peace.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Jorgensen:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I)
your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one type
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery
in an Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) giving you one more experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Dorothy Delarosa:

This Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and
I) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using
great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan Market Town
(Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this
book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
which?

Chris Moore:

The book untitled Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in
Middle Eastern and I) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It
is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Rhonda Lanham:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an



Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) or even others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery
in an Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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