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Fueled with in-depth research and personal recollections, Hooligan's Alley presents a historic novel
embracing generations of early European immigrants and their amazing struggles. In the style of a novel,
author Joanna Kelly tells the true story of Wilhelmina Huebner Metting, an orphaned farm girl who uprooted
her life in Germany to search for an aunt living far away in America. Her quest took her to New York's
infamous Hell's Kitchen, an area of overcrowded slums, lumberyards, slaughterhouses, factories, and
immigrants troubled by poverty and violence. There, seventeen-year-old Wilhelmina started a seamstress
business and kept cows on a vacant city lot. Wilhelmina was, above all things, a passionate social reformer.
She encountered American society first during the Civil War, a time of great social unrest. Her involvement
with the Colored Orphan Asylum put her in the center of the New York City Draft Riots, the largest uprising
in the history of the United States. Wilhelmina's story inspired Kelly, who fleshed out the few hard facts she
could find with a lovingly researched fictional visit to a long-lost time and place in America's history.
"Joanna Kelly . . . draws special strength from her Quaker faith as well as her insatiable thirst for history in
writing her first novel, Hooligan's Alley. She is a gifted writer who explores her love of music, wildflowers,
and passion for family in weaving this remarkable series of adventures that will set your heart to racing,
while stretching your own recollections and imagination. Hooligan's Alley is a must-read for New Yorkers
and history lovers, and everyone who cares about origins and family" -E. Barrie Kavasch best-selling author
of The Medicine Wheel Garden
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Grinder:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Hooligan's Alley: Inspired by the Compelling True Story of a Hell's
Kitchen Immigrant as your daily resource information.

Fabiola Gaylor:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Hooligan's Alley: Inspired by the
Compelling True Story of a Hell's Kitchen Immigrant that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Hooligan's Alley: Inspired by the
Compelling True Story of a Hell's Kitchen Immigrant become your own personal starter.

Betty Richey:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hooligan's Alley: Inspired by the
Compelling True Story of a Hell's Kitchen Immigrant can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Jesse Mansell:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Hooligan's Alley: Inspired by the Compelling True Story of a Hell's
Kitchen Immigrant can make you sense more interested to read.
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