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The color of clothing, the width of shoe laces, a pierced ear, certain brands of sneakers, the braiding of hair
and many other features have long been seen as indicators of gang involvement. But it’s not just what is
worn, it’s how: a hat tilted to the left or right, creases in pants, an ironed shirt not tucked in, baggy pants. For
those who live in inner cities with a heavy gang presence, such highly stylized rules are not simply about
fashion, but markers of "who you claim," that is, who one affiliates with, and how one wishes to be seen.

In this carefully researched ethnographic account, Robert Garot provides rich descriptions and compelling
stories to demonstrate that gang identity is a carefully coordinated performance with many nuanced rules of
style and presentation, and that gangs, like any other group or institution, must be constantly performed into
being. Garot spent four years in and around one inner city alternative school in Southern California,
conducting interviews and hanging out with students, teachers, and administrators. He shows that these
young people are not simply scary thugs who always have been and always will be violent criminals, but that
they constantly modulate ways of talking, walking, dressing, writing graffiti, wearing make-up, and hiding or
revealing tattoos as ways to play with markers of identity. They obscure, reveal, and provide contradictory
signals on a continuum, moving into, through, and out of gang affiliations as they mature, drop out, or
graduate. Who You Claim provides a rare look into young people’s understandings of the meanings and
contexts in which the magic of such identity work is made manifest.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Seavey:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in School and on the Streets
(Alternative Criminology).

Daniel Slater:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in School and on the Streets
(Alternative Criminology) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find
the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in School
and on the Streets (Alternative Criminology) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of
it. So , do you still thinking Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in School and on the Streets
(Alternative Criminology) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Ernest Poole:

This book untitled Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in School and on the Streets (Alternative
Criminology) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this publication from your list.

Valery Carpenter:

Exactly why? Because this Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in School and on the Streets
(Alternative Criminology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such
as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I



were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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