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As a young lecturer in philosophy and the eldest son of a prominent Jewish family, Alan Montefiore faced
two very different understandings of his identity: the more traditional view that an identity such as his carried
with it, as a matter of given fact, certain duties and obligations, and an opposing view, emphasized by his
studies in philosophy, according to which there can be no rationally compelling move from statements of
fact—whatever the alleged facts may be—to "judgments of value." According to this second view,
individuals must in the end take responsibility for determining their own values and obligations.

In this book, Montefiore looks back on his attempts to understand the nature of this conflict and the
misunderstandings it may engender. In the process, he illustrates through personal experience the practical
implications of a characteristically philosophical issue. Montefiore finally settles on the following: while
everyone has to accept that facts, including those of their own situation, are whatever they may be, both the
"traditional" assumption that individuals must recognize certain values and obligations as rooted in those
very facts, and the contrary view that individuals are ultimately responsible for determining their own values,
are deeply embedded in differing conceptions of society and its relation to its members.

Montefiore then examines the misunderstandings between those for whom identity constitutes in effect a
conceptual bridge connecting the facts of who and what a person may be to the value commitments
incumbent upon them, and those for whom the very idea of such a bridge can be nothing but a confusion.
Using key examples from the notoriously vexed case of Jewish identity and from his own encounters with its
conflicting meanings and implications, Montefiore depicts the practical significance of the differences
between these worldviews, particularly for those who hove to negotiate them.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Henson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day long to reading a book. The book A Philosophical Retrospective: Facts, Values, and Jewish
Identity (Columbia Themes in Philosophy) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Irma Patterson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The A
Philosophical Retrospective: Facts, Values, and Jewish Identity (Columbia Themes in Philosophy) provide
you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Arturo Lamb:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and A Philosophical Retrospective: Facts, Values,
and Jewish Identity (Columbia Themes in Philosophy) or perhaps others sources were given know-how for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes A Philosophical Retrospective:
Facts, Values, and Jewish Identity (Columbia Themes in Philosophy) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Thomas Garrett:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By book A Philosophical Retrospective: Facts, Values, and Jewish Identity (Columbia Themes in



Philosophy) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must
like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life with that book A Philosophical Retrospective: Facts, Values, and Jewish Identity (Columbia
Themes in Philosophy). You can more attractive than now.
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