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How is it possible for an innocent man to come within nine days of execution? An Expendable Man
answers that question through detailed analysis of the case of Earl Washington Jr., a mentally retarded, black
farm hand who was convicted of the 1983 rape and murder of a 19-year-old mother of three in Culpeper,
Virginia. He spent almost 18 years in Virginia prisons—9 1/2 of them on death row—for a murder he did not
commit.

This book reveals the relative ease with which individuals who live at society's margins can be wrongfully
convicted, and the extraordinary difficulty of correcting such a wrong once it occurs.

Washington was eventually freed in February 2001 not because of the legal and judicial systems, but in spite
of them. While DNA testing was central to his eventual pardon, such tests would never have occurred
without an unusually talented and committed legal team and without a series of incidents that are best
described as pure luck.

Margaret Edds makes the chilling argument that some other “expendable men” almost certainly have been
less fortunate than Washington. This, she writes, is “the secret, shameful underbelly” of America's retention
of capital punishment. Such wrongful executions may not happen often, but anyone who doubts that innocent
people have been executed in the United States should remember the remarkable series of events necessary
to save Earl Washington Jr. from such a fate.
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From reader reviews:

Randy North:

The ability that you get from An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr. is the more
deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl
Washington, Jr. giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that An
Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr. instantly.

Marian Sheffield:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is usually An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr..

Jose Weitzman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of
Earl Washington, Jr. publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt An
Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr. as good book not simply by the cover but also
with the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Virginia Kang:

The book untitled An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr. contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and
order it. Have a nice go through.
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