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In the early 1900s, the language of America was becoming colloquial English-the language of the
businessman, manager, and professional. Since college and high school education were far from universal,
many people turned to correspondence education-that era's distance learning-to learn the art of speaking and
writing. By the 1920s and 1930s, thousands of Americans were sending coupons from newspapers and
magazines to order Sherwin Cody's 100% Self-correcting Course in the English Language, a patented mail-
order course in English that was taken by over 150,000 people.

Cody's ubiquitous signature advertisement, which ran for over forty years, promised a scientifically-tested
invention that improved speaking and writing in just 15 minutes a day. Cody's ad explained that people are
judged by their English, and he offered self-improvement and self-confidence through the mail.

In this book, linguist Edwin Battistella tells the story of Sherwin Cody and his famous English course,
situating both the man and the course in early twentieth century cultural history. The author shows how Cody
became a businessman-a writer, grammatical entrepreneur, and mass-marketer whose ads proclaimed "Good
Money in Good English" and asked "Is Good English Worth 25 Cents to You?" His course, perhaps the most
widely-advertised English education program in history, provides a unique window onto popular views of
language and culture and their connection to American notions of success and failure. But Battistella shows
Sherwin Cody was also part of a larger shift in attitudes. Using Cody's course as a reference point, he also
looks at the self-improvement ethic reflected in such courses and products as the Harvard Classics, The Book
of Etiquette, the Book-of-the-Month Club, the U.S. School of Music, and the Charles Atlas and Dale
Carnegie courses to illustrate how culture became popular and how self-reliance evolved into self-
improvement.
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From reader reviews:

Daniele Chambers:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guardería until university need that Do You Make These Mistakes in English?: The
Story of Sherwin Cody's Famous Language School to read.

Sandy Reid:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Do You Make These
Mistakes in English?: The Story of Sherwin Cody's Famous Language School is kind of guide which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Emily Sandlin:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Do You Make These Mistakes in English?: The Story of Sherwin
Cody's Famous Language School this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's
why this book appropriate all of you.

Robert Mills:

Beside this specific Do You Make These Mistakes in English?: The Story of Sherwin Cody's Famous
Language School in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Do You Make
These Mistakes in English?: The Story of Sherwin Cody's Famous Language School because this book offers
to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's exactly



about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also
read it from at this point!
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