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No city in America knows how to mark death with more funerary panache than New Orleans. The pageants
commemorating departed citizens are often in themselves works of performance art. A grand obituary
remains key to this Stygian passage. And no one writes them like New Orleanian John Pope. Collected here
are not just simple, mindless recitations of schools and workplaces, marriages, and mourners bereft. These
pieces in Getting Off at Elysian Fields are full-blooded life stories with accounts of great achievements,
dubious dabblings, unavoidable foibles, relationships gone sour, and happenstances that turn out to be life-
changing.

To be sure, there are stories about Carnival monarchs, great philanthropists, and a few politicians. But
because New Orleans embraces eccentric behavior, there are stories of people who colored way outside the
lines. For instance, there was the doctor who used his plasma to make his flowers grow, and the
philanthropist who took money she had put aside for a fur coat to underwrite the lawsuit that desegregated
Tulane University. A letter carrier everyone loved turned out to have been a spy during World War II, and a
fledgling lawyer changed his lifelong thoughts about race when he saw blind people going into a Christmas
party through separate doors--one for white people and another for African Americans. Then there was the
punctilious judge who got down on his hands and knees to edge his lawn--with scissors.

Because New Orleans funerals are distinctive, the author includes accounts of four that he covered, complete
with soulful singing and even some dancing. As a popular, local bumper sticker indisputably declares, "New
Orleans--We Put the Fun in Funeral."
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From reader reviews:

Jeanne Gonzales:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
are reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Getting Off at Elysian Fields: Obituaries from the New Orleans Times-
Picayune.

Michael Kelly:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Getting Off at Elysian Fields: Obituaries from the New
Orleans Times-Picayune as your daily resource information.

Jack Morgan:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Getting Off at Elysian Fields: Obituaries from the
New Orleans Times-Picayune, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Dennis Carson:

Beside this specific Getting Off at Elysian Fields: Obituaries from the New Orleans Times-Picayune in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Getting Off at Elysian Fields: Obituaries from the New
Orleans Times-Picayune because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from right now!
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