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Harriet Tubman is one of America’s most beloved historical figures, revered alongside luminaries including
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. Harriet Tubman: Myth, Memory, and History tells the fascinating
story of Tubman’s life as an American icon. The distinguished historian Milton C. Sernett compares the
larger-than-life symbolic Tubman with the actual “historical” Tubman. He does so not to diminish Tubman’s
achievements but rather to explore the interplay of history and myth in our national consciousness.
Analyzing how the Tubman icon has changed over time, Sernett shows that the various constructions of the
“Black Moses” reveal as much about their creators as they do about Tubman herself.

Three biographies of Harriet Tubman were published within months of each other in 2003–04; they were the
first book-length studies of the “Queen of the Underground Railroad” to appear in almost sixty years. Sernett
examines the accuracy and reception of these three books as well as two earlier biographies first published in
1869 and 1943. He finds that the three recent studies come closer to capturing the “real” Tubman than did
the earlier two. Arguing that the mythical Tubman is most clearly enshrined in stories told to and written for
children, Sernett scrutinizes visual and textual representations of “Aunt Harriet” in children’s literature. He
looks at how Tubman has been portrayed in film, painting, music, and theater; in her Maryland birthplace; in
Auburn, New York, where she lived out her final years; and in the naming of schools, streets, and other
public venues. He also investigates how the legendary Tubman was embraced and represented by different
groups during her lifetime and at her death in 1913. Ultimately, Sernett contends that Harriet Tubman may
be America’s most malleable and resilient icon.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Staten:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Harriet Tubman: Myth, Memory, and History, you could tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Thomas Rasmussen:

This Harriet Tubman: Myth, Memory, and History is great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Harriet Tubman: Myth, Memory, and History in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or
fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt which?

Mary Sexton:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Harriet Tubman: Myth, Memory, and
History is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker
to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Erika Yoon:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Harriet Tubman: Myth, Memory, and History
can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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