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Waterman is the first comprehensive biography of Duke Kahanamoku (1890–1968): swimmer, surfer,
Olympic gold medalist, Hawaiian icon, waterman.

Long before Michael Phelps and Mark Spitz made their splashes in the pool, Kahanamoku emerged from the
backwaters of Waikiki to become America’s first superstar Olympic swimmer. The original “human fish” set
dozens of world records and topped the world rankings for more than a decade; his rivalry with Johnny
Weissmuller transformed competitive swimming from an insignificant sideshow into a headliner event.

Kahanamoku used his Olympic renown to introduce the sport of “surf-riding,” an activity unknown beyond
the Hawaiian Islands, to the world. Standing proudly on his traditional wooden longboard, he spread surfing
from Australia to the Hollywood crowd in California to New Jersey. No American athlete has influenced two
sports as profoundly as Kahanamoku did, and yet he remains an enigmatic and underappreciated figure: a
dark-skinned Pacific Islander who encountered and overcame racism and ignorance long before the likes of
Joe Louis, Jesse Owens, and Jackie Robinson.

Kahanamoku’s connection to his homeland was equally important. He was born when Hawaii was an
independent kingdom; he served as the sheriff of Honolulu during Pearl Harbor and World War II and as a
globetrotting “Ambassador of Aloha” afterward; he died not long after Hawaii attained statehood. As one
sportswriter put it, Duke was “Babe Ruth and Jack Dempsey combined down here.”

In Waterman, award-winning journalist David Davis examines the remarkable life of Duke Kahanamoku, in
and out of the water.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Alexander:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Waterman: The Life and Times of Duke Kahanamoku.
Try to the actual book Waterman: The Life and Times of Duke Kahanamoku as your pal. It means that it can
for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Sheila Donovan:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Waterman: The Life and Times of Duke
Kahanamoku can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Dennis Gaines:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Waterman: The Life and Times of
Duke Kahanamoku reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Waterman: The Life and Times of Duke
Kahanamoku as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Richard Moultrie:

This Waterman: The Life and Times of Duke Kahanamoku is great e-book for you because the content that
is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Waterman: The Life
and Times of Duke Kahanamoku in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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