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Europeans, Africans, and American Indians practiced slavery long before the first purchase of a captive
African by a white land-owner in the American colonies; that, however, is the image of slavery most
prevalent in the minds of Americans today. This Very Short Introduction begins with the Portuguese capture
of Africans in the 1400s and traces the development of American slavery until its abolition following the
Civil War. Historian Heather Andrea Williams draws upon the rich recent scholarship of numerous highly-
regarded academics as well as an analysis of primary documents to explore the history of slavery and its
effects on the American colonies and later the United States of America. Williams examines legislation that
differentiated American Indians and Africans from Europeans as the ideology of white supremacy flourished
and became an ingrained feature of the society. These laws reflected the contradiction of America's moral
and philosophical ideology that valorized freedom on one hand and justified the enslavement of a population
deemed inferior on another. She explores the tense and often violent relationships between the enslaved and
the enslavers, and between abolitionists and pro-slavery advocates as those who benefited from the
institution fought to maintain and exert their power.

Williams is attentive to the daily labors that enslaved people performed, reminding readers that slavery was a
system of forced labor with economic benefits that produced wealth for a new nation, all the while leaving an
indelible mark on its history.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Rogers:

The book American Slavery: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book
American Slavery: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like available and read a publication American Slavery: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Paul Norris:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this American
Slavery: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Theodore Parish:

The e-book with title American Slavery: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) posesses a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

Joseph Mack:

The reason why? Because this American Slavery: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the



publication store hurriedly.
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