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"Cousin Bette" by Honore de Balzac is generally considered to be the writer's most famous novels, his last
great work before his death. It is a classic novel of revenge, passion, and vices. Along with her friend
Valérie, the title character Bette strategizes for the overwhelming destruction of men in general and her
cousin-in-law Baron Hector Hulot specifically. Hulot sacrifices his family and fortune on a series of
extramarital seductions, and when he becomes interested in Valérie, she and Bette concoct a plan that will
cost the Hulot family their happiness. Bette's actions lead her entire family to self-destruct due to her
insatiable rage and manipulative tactics. Balancing the immoral characters is the virtuous Adeline, Hulot's
wife. Her moral nature and forgiving personality give the dysfunctional family a touch of decency. The story
examines the typical moralistic themes that are mirrored in Balzac's earlier works. Also present are Balzac's
uncensored opinions and depictions of society, contrasted with the stereotypes of men and women during the
high points of French culture during the 19th century. Critics also praise the novel for its realism and use of
historical content and accuracy. Some even consider it the original naturalist text, saying that the society and
environment has a direct effect in shaping human character.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Jones:

Here thing why this Cousin Bette are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a
book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. Cousin Bette giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Cousin Bette. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Cousin Bette in e-book can be your
alternate.

Vicki Head:

The particular book Cousin Bette will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to
you. The book Cousin Bette is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Phillis Ries:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Cousin Bette can give you a lot of friends
because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Cousin Bette.

Valarie Chamberlin:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Cousin Bette or others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Cousin Bette to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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