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Apollo was known for its engineering triumphs, but its success also came from a disciplined management
style. This excellent account of one of the most important personalities in early American human spaceflight
history describes for the first time how George E. Mueller, the system manager of the human spaceflight
program of the 1960s, applied the SPO methodology and other special considerations such as “all-up”testing,
resulting in the success of the Apollo Program. Wernher von Braun and others did not readily accept such
testing or Mueller’s approach to system management, but later acknowledged that without them NASA
would not have landed astronauts on the Moon by 1969. While Apollo remained Mueller’s priority, from his
earliest days at the agency, he promoted a robust post-Apollo Program which resulted in Skylab, the Space
Shuttle and the International Space Station. As a result of these efforts, Mueller earned the sobriquet: “the
father of the space shuttle.” Following his success at NASA, Mueller returned to industry. Although he did
not play a leading role in human spaceflight again, in 2011 the National Air and Space Museum awarded him
their lifetime achievement trophy for his contributions.

Following the contributions of George E. Mueller, in this unique book Arthur L. Slotkin answers such
questions as: exactly how did the methods developed for use in the Air Force ballistic missile programs get
modified and used in the Apollo Program? How did George E. Mueller, with the help of others, manage the
Apollo Program? How did NASA centers, coming from federal agencies with cultures of their own, adapt to
the new structured approach imposed from Washington?

George E. Mueller is the ideal central character for this book. He was instrumental in the creation of Apollo
extension systems leading to Apollo, the Shuttle, and today’s ISS and thus was a pivotal figure in early
American human spaceflight history.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Ryan:

Typically the book Doing the Impossible: George E. Mueller & the Management of NASA's Human
Spaceflight Program (Springer Praxis Books in Space Exploration) will bring someone to the new experience
of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book
to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Doing the Impossible: George E. Mueller & the Management
of NASA's Human Spaceflight Program (Springer Praxis Books in Space Exploration) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Kellie Stephens:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Doing the Impossible: George E. Mueller & the Management
of NASA's Human Spaceflight Program (Springer Praxis Books in Space Exploration) it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high
quality.

Shirley Eagle:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read will be Doing the Impossible: George E. Mueller & the Management of NASA's Human
Spaceflight Program (Springer Praxis Books in Space Exploration).

Joyce Martinez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Doing the Impossible: George E. Mueller & the Management of NASA's Human
Spaceflight Program (Springer Praxis Books in Space Exploration) can be your answer as it can be read by



you who have those short free time problems.
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