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Music, Piety, and Propaganda: The Soundscapes of Counter-Reformation Bavaria explores the nature of
sound as a powerful yet ambivalent force in the religious struggles that permeated Germany during the
Counter-Reformation. Author Alexander J. Fisher goes beyond a musicological treatment of composers,
styles, and genres to examine how music, and more broadly sound itself, shaped the aural landscape of
Bavaria as the duchy emerged as a militant Catholic bulwark. Fisher focuses particularly on the ways in
which sound--including bell-ringing, gunfire, and popular song, as well as cultivated polyphony--not only
was deployed by Catholic secular and clerical elites to shape the religious identities of Bavarian subjects, but
also carried the potential to challenge and undermine confessional boundaries.

Surviving literature, archival documents, and music illustrate the ways in which Bavarian authorities and
their allies in the Catholic clergy and orders deployed sound to underline crucial theological differences with
their Protestant antagonists, notably the cults of the Virgin Mary, the Eucharist, and the saints. Official and
popular rituals like divine worship, processions, and pilgrimages all featured distinctive sounds and music
that shaped and reflected an emerging Catholic identity. Although officials imposed a severe regime of
religious surveillance, the Catholic state's dominance of the soundscape was hardly assured. Fisher traces
archival sources that show the resilience of Protestant vernacular song in Bavaria, the dissemination and
performance of forbidden, anti-Catholic songs, the presence of Lutheran chorales in nominally Catholic
church services into the late 16th century, and the persistence of popular "noise" more generally. Music,
Piety, and Propaganda thus reveals historical, theological, and cultural issues of the period through the
piercing dimension of its sounds, bringing into focus the import of sound as a strategic cultural tool with
significant impact on the flow of history.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Siller:

The book Music, Piety, and Propaganda: The Soundscapes of Counter-Reformation Bavaria (New Cultural
History of Music) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Music, Piety, and Propaganda: The Soundscapes of
Counter-Reformation Bavaria (New Cultural History of Music) for being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like available and read a publication Music, Piety, and Propaganda: The Soundscapes
of Counter-Reformation Bavaria (New Cultural History of Music). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Nellie Wellborn:

The guide untitled Music, Piety, and Propaganda: The Soundscapes of Counter-Reformation Bavaria (New
Cultural History of Music) is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of Music, Piety, and Propaganda: The Soundscapes of Counter-Reformation Bavaria (New
Cultural History of Music) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Carlton Little:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Music, Piety, and Propaganda:
The Soundscapes of Counter-Reformation Bavaria (New Cultural History of Music) which is getting the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Marian Knight:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Music, Piety, and Propaganda: The Soundscapes of Counter-Reformation Bavaria (New
Cultural History of Music) when you essential it?
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