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This volume consists of an introduction and two groups of essays by Paul M. Postal, each with a connecting
theme. The first, positive group of papers, contains five previously unpublished studies of English syntax.
These include a long study of so-called "locative inversion," two investigations related to raising to non-
subject status, an argument for the existence of a hitherto ignored nominal grammatical category and a study
of vulgar negative polarity items. Each investigation of specific English details is argued to have significant
theoretical consequences. The second, negative group of papers, contains seven essays each of which seeks
to show that aspects of contemporary linguistic activity are in part contaminated by elements of what is
called "junk linguistics." Postal uses the term to denote work which advances proposals, puts forward claims
and asserts deep results which, he argues, can only be accepted by ignoring serious standards of inquiry and
scholarship. Postal claims that much of this work is nonetheless currently considered not only serious but
prestigious reveals the problem to exist at the core of the field, not its periphery. These chapters include
documentation of "junk linguistic" aspects in National Science Foundation refereeing, work on the
foundations of linguistics, and even in widespread terminological usages. The final chapter briefly lists
personal suggestions for dealing with this problem.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Sawyers:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Skeptical Linguistic Essays.

Harry Oliver:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Skeptical Linguistic Essays is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Chad West:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Skeptical Linguistic Essays as the daily resource information.

Billy Golden:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Skeptical Linguistic Essays it is very good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.
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