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Biologists since Darwin have been intrigued and confounded by the complex issues involved in the evolution
and ecology of the social behavior of insects. The self-sacrifice of sterile workers in ant colonies has been
particularly difficult for evolutionary biologists to explain. In this important new book, Andrew Bourke and
Nigel Franks not only present a detailed overview of the current state of scientific knowledge about social
evolution in ants, but also show how studies on ants have contributed to an understanding of many
fundamental topics in behavioral ecology and evolutionary biology.

One of the substantial contributions of Social Evolution in Ants is its clear explanation of kin selection theory
and sex ratio theory and their applications to social evolution in insects. Working to dispel lingering
skepticism about the validity of kin selection and, more broadly, of "selfish gene" theory, Bourke and Franks
show how these ideas underpin the evolution of both cooperation and conflict within ant societies. In
addition, using simple algebra, they provide detailed explanations of key mathematical models. Finally, the
authors discuss two relatively little-known topics in ant social biology: life history strategy and mating
systems.

This comprehensive, up-to-date, and well-referenced work will appeal to all researchers in social insect
biology and to scholars and students in the fields of entomology, behavioral ecology, and evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Linnie Martinez:

Here thing why this specific Social Evolution in Ants are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. Social Evolution in Ants giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no guide that similar with Social Evolution in Ants. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Social
Evolution in Ants in e-book can be your alternative.

Carolina Jones:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Social
Evolution in Ants.

David Lussier:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Social Evolution in Ants this publication consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Margaret Pace:

This Social Evolution in Ants is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information
given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Social Evolution in Ants can be the
light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is



absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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