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Medieval bridges are startling achievements of design and engineering comparable with the great cathedrals
of the period, and are also proof of the great importance of road transport in the middle ages and of the size
and sophistication of the medieval economy. David Harrison rewrites their history from early Anglo-Saxon
England right up to the Industrial Revolution, providing new insights into many aspects of the subject.
Looking at the role of bridges in the creation of a new road system, which was significantly different from its
Roman predecessor and which largely survived until the twentieth century, he examines their design. Often
built in the most difficult circumstances: broad flood plains, deep tidal waters, and steep upland valleys, they
withstood all but the most catastrophic floods. He also investigates the immense efforts put into their
construction and upkeep, ranging from the mobilization of large work forces by the old English state to the
role of resident hermits and the charitable donations which produced bridge trusts with huge incomes.

The evidence presented in The Bridges of Medieval England shows that the network of bridges, which had
been in place since the thirteenth century, was capable of serving the needs of the economy on the eve of the
Industrial Revolution. This has profound implications for our understanding of pre-industrial society,
challenging accepted accounts of the development of medieval trade and communications, and bringing to
the fore the continuities from the late Anglo-Saxon period to the eighteenth century. This book is essential
reading for those interested in architecture, engineering, transport, and economics, and any historian sceptical
about the achievements of medieval England.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl Sanders:

The knowledge that you get from The Bridges of Medieval England: Transport and Society 400-1800
(Oxford Historical Monographs) will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words
the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Bridges of
Medieval England: Transport and Society 400-1800 (Oxford Historical Monographs) giving you joy feeling
of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular The Bridges of Medieval England:
Transport and Society 400-1800 (Oxford Historical Monographs) instantly.

Coleman Jones:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Bridges of Medieval England: Transport and Society 400-1800 (Oxford Historical Monographs)
your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The The Bridges of Medieval England: Transport
and Society 400-1800 (Oxford Historical Monographs) giving you one more experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Ross Fletcher:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
many books in the top listing in your reading list will be The Bridges of Medieval England: Transport and
Society 400-1800 (Oxford Historical Monographs). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes
can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.

Phyllis Sharrow:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Bridges of Medieval
England: Transport and Society 400-1800 (Oxford Historical Monographs) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very



simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially.
It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the publication The
Bridges of Medieval England: Transport and Society 400-1800 (Oxford Historical Monographs) can to be
your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these
time.
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