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In two 1997 decisions, the Supreme Court ruled that there is no constitutional right to physician-assisted
suicide. Yet for many people this concept strikes to the heart of our sense of liberty even as it tugs at our
hearts in the face of human suffering.

Lethal Judgments examines those cases, the law surrounding the plaintiffs' claims, and the moral debate over
physician-assisted suicide. A concise and gracefully written overview of one of the most complex and
contentious areas of American law, it lays out the conflict between individuals supporting privacy rights, due
process, and equal protection, and those for whom moral and ethical considerations trump such concepts.

Noted constitutional scholar Melvin Urofsky discusses the tangled legal, historical, ethical, and medical
issues related to right-to-die arguments, then examines the Supreme Court's position in Washington v.
Glucksberg and Quill v. Vacco. He shows how these 1997 cases relate to two other famous cases—Karen
Ann Quinlan and Nancy Beth Cruzan—and carries the controversy up to the recent trials of Dr. Jack
Kevorkian. Urofsky considers the many facets of this knotty argument. He differentiates between
discontinuation of medical treatment, assisted suicide, and active euthanasia, and he sensitively examines the
issue's social and religious contexts to enable readers to see both sides of the dispute. He also shows that in
its ruling the Supreme Court did not slam the door on the subject but left it ajar by allowing states to legislate
on the matter as Oregon has already done.

By treating assisted suicide simply as a legal question, observes Urofsky, we miss the real importance of the
issue. For patients with AIDS, cancer, and other debilitating illnesses—or even for those feeble from
age—physician-assisted suicide is an expression of personal autonomy, and as modern medicine learns new
ways to prolong life, more and more people will seek to exercise this option. Because right-to-die cases are
likely to come before the high court again, this book provides students and general readers with a timely
appreciation of their importance for legal theory and a useful way to reflect upon the choice between life and
death.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stratton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a
book. Reading through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Lethal
Judgments: Assisted Suicide and American Law (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) book since this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Stephanie Gilley:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Lethal Judgments: Assisted Suicide
and American Law (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) is simple to develop you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mark Mata:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Lethal Judgments: Assisted Suicide and
American Law (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people.
So , why hesitate? We need to have Lethal Judgments: Assisted Suicide and American Law (Landmark Law
Cases & American Society).

David George:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Lethal Judgments: Assisted Suicide and American Law (Landmark
Law Cases & American Society) can make you experience more interested to read.
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