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In 1912 James Reese Europe made history by conducting his 125-member Clef Club Orchestra at Carnegie
Hall. The first concert by an African American ensemble at the esteemed venue was more than just a
concert--it was a political act of desegregation, a defiant challenge to the status quo in American music. In
this book, David Gilbert explores how Europe and other African American performers, at the height of Jim
Crow, transformed their racial difference into the mass-market commodity known as "black music." Gilbert
shows how Europe and others used the rhythmic sounds of ragtime, blues, and jazz to construct new
representations of black identity, challenging many of the nation's preconceived ideas about race, culture,
and modernity and setting off a musical craze in the process.

Gilbert sheds new light on the little-known era of African American music and culture between the heyday
of minstrelsy and the Harlem Renaissance. He demonstrates how black performers played a pioneering role
in establishing New York City as the center of American popular music, from Tin Pan Alley to Broadway,
and shows how African Americans shaped American mass culture in their own image.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Clute:

The feeling that you get from The Product of Our Souls: Ragtime, Race, and the Birth of the Manhattan
Musical Marketplace will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you
get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Product of Our Souls:
Ragtime, Race, and the Birth of the Manhattan Musical Marketplace giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The Product of Our Souls: Ragtime, Race, and the
Birth of the Manhattan Musical Marketplace instantly.

Carolyn Fletcher:

The Product of Our Souls: Ragtime, Race, and the Birth of the Manhattan Musical Marketplace can be one
of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing The Product of Our Souls: Ragtime, Race, and the Birth of the Manhattan Musical Marketplace
nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Gloria Duncan:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Product of Our Souls: Ragtime, Race, and the Birth of
the Manhattan Musical Marketplace why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Solange Smith:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your



book? Or just seeking the The Product of Our Souls: Ragtime, Race, and the Birth of the Manhattan Musical
Marketplace when you essential it?
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