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On the first day of Christmas
My true love gave to me
A partridge in a pear tree.

So begins one of the best-loved songs of the yuletide season. Its verses celebrate the twelve days between
Christmas and Epiphany, when the three Magi presented the baby Jesus with gold, frankincense, and myrrh -
the very first Christmas gifts.

Drawing inspiration from centuries-old illuminated manuscripts, Caldecott honor-medalist Ilse Plume here
creates an Italian Renaissance setting for the lyrics of The Twelve Days of Christmas. Twice a resident of
Florence, her soul "forever touched by the rays of Tuscan sunlight," she has pored over numerous books of
hours, bestiaries, and miniatures in search of imagery that might "convey the atmosphere, both tangible and
intangible, of a particular time and place": a Florentine garden of the late fifteenth century. Plume's exquisite
images, created in gouache and colored pencil, are rich in royal purple and gold, glowing vermilion and
verdant green. In each, a beautiful, shy, young noblewoman with magnificent yellow tresses graciously
receives a gift from her handsome Romeo: a brown partridge in a fruit-laden tree, two turtledoves in a golden
cage ... and, finally, twelve lords a-leaping, in the form of twelve ornamental figures for the lady's Christmas
tree.

Plume writes in an artist's note that "I hope that the reader, in turning the pages of my book, will feel the
sense of tranquility that he or she would have felt wandering through a Renaissance garden." Many readers
will feel exactly that as they lose themselves in this quietly brilliant gem of bookmaking, a gift book that
celebrates the joys of gift-giving.

Includes sheet music and lyrics for the home musician.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Beals:

The book The Twelve Days of Christmas gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Twelve Days of
Christmas to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a e-
book The Twelve Days of Christmas. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Dorothy Pierce:

The book The Twelve Days of Christmas can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Twelve Days of
Christmas? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Twelve Days of
Christmas has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the
enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Donnie Matthews:

The Twelve Days of Christmas can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Twelve Days of Christmas
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial pondering.

Marlin Peterson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Twelve Days of Christmas why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.
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