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When Walt Whitman published Leaves of Grass in 1855, he dreamed of inspiring a "race of singers" who
would celebrate the working class and realize the promise of American democracy. By examining how
singers such as Woody Guthrie, Bob Dylan, and Bruce Springsteen both embraced and reconfigured
Whitman's vision, Bryan Garman shows that Whitman succeeded. In doing so, Garman celebrates the
triumphs yet also exposes the limitations of Whitman's legacy.

While Whitman's verse propounded notions of sexual freedom and renounced the competitiveness of
capitalism, it also safeguarded the interests of the white workingman, often at the expense of women and
people of color. Garman describes how each of Whitman's successors adopted the mantle of the working-
class hero while adapting the role to his own generation's concerns: Guthrie condemned racism in the 1930s,
Dylan addressed race and war in the 1960s, and Springsteen explored sexism, racism, and homophobia in the
1980s and 1990s.

But as Garman points out, even the Boss, like his forebears, tends to represent solidarity in terms of white
male bonding and homosocial allegiance. We can hear America singing in the voices of these artists, Garman
says, but it is still the song of a white, male America.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Bryson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book A Race of Singers: Whitman's Working-Class Hero
from Guthrie to Springsteen (Cultural Studies of the United States) will make you to always be smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suited book with you?

Kimberly Gomez:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Race of Singers:
Whitman's Working-Class Hero from Guthrie to Springsteen (Cultural Studies of the United States) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Katherine Holt:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This A Race of Singers: Whitman's Working-Class Hero from Guthrie to
Springsteen (Cultural Studies of the United States) book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving A Race of Singers:
Whitman's Working-Class Hero from Guthrie to Springsteen (Cultural Studies of the United States) content
conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking A Race of Singers: Whitman's Working-Class
Hero from Guthrie to Springsteen (Cultural Studies of the United States) is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Carlos Tabor:

The actual book A Race of Singers: Whitman's Working-Class Hero from Guthrie to Springsteen (Cultural
Studies of the United States) will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The
book A Race of Singers: Whitman's Working-Class Hero from Guthrie to Springsteen (Cultural Studies of
the United States) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web



site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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