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Taking the invention as its object of study, Figures of Invention develops a radical new perspective on the
making of modern patent law. It develops the first extended historical and conceptual exploration of the
invention in modern patent law. Focusing primarily on the figures that make inventions material, and on how
to overcome the intangibility of ideas, this intellectual challenging book makes explicit a dimension of patent
law that is not commonly found in traditional commentaries, treatises and cases.

The story is told from the perspective of the material media in which the intangible form of the invention is
made visible; namely, models, texts, drawings, and biological specimens. This approach brings to light for
the first time some essential formative moments in the history of patent law. For example, Figures of
Invention describes the central role that scale models played in the making of nineteenth-century patent
jurisprudence, the largely mythical character of the nineteenth-century theory that patents texts should
function as a means of disclosing inventions, and the profound conceptual changes that emerged from
debates as to how to represent and disclose the first biological inventions. At the same time, this historical
inquiry also reveals the basic conceptual architecture of modern patent law. The story of how inventions
were represented is also the story of the formation of the modern concept of invention, or of the historical
processes that shaped the terms in which patent lawyers still apprehend the intangible form of the invention.

Although the analysis focuses on the history of patent law in the United States, it develops themes that
illuminate the evolution of patent regimes in Europe. In combining close historical analysis with broad
thematic reflection, Figures of Invention makes a distinctive contribution both to the field of patent law
scholarship and to emerging interdisciplinary debates about the constitution of patent law and of intellectual
property in general.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hill:

In other case, little people like to read book Figures of Invention: A History of Modern Patent Law. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book
Figures of Invention: A History of Modern Patent Law. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Michelle Labat:

The book Figures of Invention: A History of Modern Patent Law can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Figures of Invention: A History of Modern Patent Law? Some of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Figures of Invention: A History of Modern Patent Law has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read
a book. So it is very wonderful.

Larry Pulido:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Figures of Invention: A History
of Modern Patent Law can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Sylvia Ferland:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
listing in your reading list is Figures of Invention: A History of Modern Patent Law. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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