
The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor
Whites in Texas Cotton Culture (American

Crossroads)
Neil Foley

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0520207246
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0520207246
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0520207246


The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor Whites in
Texas Cotton Culture (American Crossroads)

Neil Foley

The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor Whites in Texas Cotton Culture (American
Crossroads) Neil Foley
In a book that fundamentally challenges our understanding of race in the United States, Neil Foley unravels
the complex history of ethnicity in the cotton culture of central Texas. This engrossing narrative, spanning
the period from the Civil War through the collapse of tenant farming in the early 1940s, bridges the
intellectual chasm between African American and Southern history on one hand and Chicano and
Southwestern history on the other. The White Scourge describes a unique borderlands region, where the
cultures of the South, West, and Mexico overlap, to provide a deeper understanding of the process of identity
formation and to challenge the binary opposition between "black" and "white" that often dominates
discussions of American race relations.

In Texas, which by 1890 had become the nation's leading cotton-producing state, the presence of Mexican
sharecroppers and farm workers complicated the black-white dyad that shaped rural labor relations in the
South. With the transformation of agrarian society into corporate agribusiness, white racial identity began to
fracture along class lines, further complicating categories of identity. Foley explores the "fringe of
whiteness," an ethno-racial borderlands comprising Mexicans, African Americans, and poor whites, to trace
shifting ideologies and power relations. By showing how many different ethnic groups are defined in relation
to "whiteness," Foley redefines white racial identity as not simply a pinnacle of status but the complex racial,
social, and economic matrix in which power and privilege are shared.

Foley skillfully weaves archival material with oral history interviews, providing a richly detailed view of
everyday life in the Texas cotton culture. Addressing the ways in which historical categories affect the lives
of ordinary people, The White Scourge tells the broader story of racial identity in America; at the same time
it paints an evocative picture of a unique American region. This truly multiracial narrative touches on many
issues central to our understanding of American history: labor and the role of unions, gender roles and their
relation to ethnicity, the demise of agrarian whiteness, and the Mexican-American experience.
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From reader reviews:

Tamika Sheppard:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and
Poor Whites in Texas Cotton Culture (American Crossroads) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Barbara Jackson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a guide. The book The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor Whites in Texas Cotton
Culture (American Crossroads) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Susan Woods:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The White Scourge: Mexicans,
Blacks, and Poor Whites in Texas Cotton Culture (American Crossroads) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Joan Munoz:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and
Poor Whites in Texas Cotton Culture (American Crossroads) was colourful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor Whites in Texas Cotton
Culture (American Crossroads) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading that will.
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