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In the bustling cities of the mid-nineteenth-century Northeast, young male clerks working in commercial
offices and stores were on the make, persistently seeking wealth, respect, and self-gratification. Yet these
strivers and "counter jumpers" discovered that claiming the identities of independent men—while making
sense of a volatile capitalist economy and fluid urban society—was fraught with uncertainty.

In On the Make, Brian P. Luskey illuminates at once the power of the ideology of self-making and the
important contests over the meanings of respectability, manhood, and citizenship that helped to determine
who clerks were and who they would become. Drawing from a rich array of archival materials, including
clerks’ diaries, newspapers, credit reports, census data, advice literature, and fiction, Luskey argues that a
better understanding of clerks and clerking helps make sense of the culture of capitalism and the society it
shaped in this pivotal era.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Larson:

Within other case, little folks like to read book On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-
Century America (American History and Culture). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important the book On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in
Nineteenth-Century America (American History and Culture). You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet product.
It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Brandi Huff:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular On the Make: Clerks and
the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century America (American History and Culture) book as beginner and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Lanell Sessions:

The particular book On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century America
(American History and Culture) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to
you. The book On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century America (American
History and Culture) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Douglas Elem:

This On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century America (American History and
Culture) is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great
organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in
Nineteenth-Century America (American History and Culture) in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen



moment right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt in which?
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