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This second volume in the History of Medieval Canon Law series discusses the earliest papal decretals,
covering the period from the end of the fourth century to the end of the ninth century. In contrast to earlier
scholarly works, which usually skim over the beginnings of the papal decretal tradition and the earliest
collections containing them, the authors begin with the first papal letters and thoroughly describe their
transmission and reception into the canonical tradition up to Gratian's Decretum (1140). They examine the
letters of twenty-five popes from Siricius (384-399), whose pontificate undoubtedly produced the first
known papal decretal in 385, to Stephen V (885-891).

Horst Fuhrmann is president emeritus of Monumenta Germaniae Historica and Bayerische Akademie der
Wissenschaften. Detlev Jasper is collaborator at the Monumenta Germaniae Historica in Munich.

"Exceptionally clear and helpful, this volume will be welcome by those who have no German or, even more,
to those who have no time to plow through the massive literature on the emergence of decretals, the early
history of the papal archives, the reception of early decretals in later collections down to Gratian, and the
massive collection known as Pseudo-Isidore. . . . Jasper is especially good on the emergence of the papal
correspondence, on the rise of the decretals, and on the formation of collections of papal letters. Fuhrmann
opens fascinating insights into the papal correspondence by exploring how clever forgers created papal
letters whose forms and claims had plausibility."?Theological Studies

"The research of Detlev Jasper and Horst Fuhrmann, the leading authorities on early medieval papal law, has
now become accessible to a broad, new audience. . . . The series editors intended Papal Letters to be a point
of entry for readers who want to learn about papal law before the twelfth century. In Jasper and Fuhrmann
they could not have hoped for more reliable guides."?John J. Contreni, Journal of Religion
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Summers:

This Papal Letters in the Early Middle Ages (History of Medieval Canon Law) tend to be reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Papal Letters in the Early
Middle Ages (History of Medieval Canon Law) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Papal Letters in the Early Middle Ages (History of
Medieval Canon Law) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lee Durfee:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is definitely Papal Letters in the Early Middle Ages (History of Medieval Canon Law).

David Nester:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Papal Letters in the Early Middle
Ages (History of Medieval Canon Law) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Papal Letters in the Early
Middle Ages (History of Medieval Canon Law) become your own starter.

Robert Barker:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Papal Letters in the Early Middle Ages
(History of Medieval Canon Law) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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