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This is a bold and original original history of the novel from ancient Greece to the vibrant world of
contemporary fiction. In this wide-ranging survey, Thomas Pavel argues that the driving force behind the
novel's evolution has been a rivalry between stories that idealize human behavior and those that ridicule and
condemn it. Impelled by this conflict, the novel moved from depicting strong souls to sensitive hearts and,
finally, to enigmatic psyches. Pavel analyzes more than a hundred novels from Europe, North and South
America, Asia, and beyond, resulting in a provocative reinterpretation of its development.

According to Pavel, the earliest novels were implausible because their characters were either perfect or
villainous. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, novelists strove for greater credibility by describing
the inner lives of ideal characters in minute detail (as in Samuel Richardson's case), or by closely examining
the historical and social environment (as Walter Scott and Balzac did). Yet the earlier rivalry continued:
Henry Fielding held the line against idealism, defending the comic tradition with its flawed characters, while
Charlotte Brontë and George Eliot offered a rejoinder to social realism with their idealized vision of strong,
generous, and sensitive women. In the twentieth century, modernists like Proust and Joyce sought to move
beyond this conflict and capture the enigmatic workings of the psyche.

Pavel concludes his compelling account by showing how the old tensions persist even within today's
pluralism, as popular novels about heroes coexist with a wealth of other kinds of works, from satire to social
and psychological realism.
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From reader reviews:

David Hernandez:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book The Lives of the Novel: A History has been making
you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The reserve The Lives of the Novel: A History is not only giving you more new information but also
being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship while using book The Lives of the Novel: A History. You never sense
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Mildred Lucas:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Lives of the Novel: A History is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Angela Rodriguez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Lives of the Novel: A History as the
daily resource information.

James Fox:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Lives of the Novel: A History or others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them
to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Lives of the
Novel: A History to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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