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To help celebrate the fourth centenary of the birth of St. John of the Cross in 1542, Edith Stein received the
task of preparing a study of his writings. She uses her skill as a philosopher to enter into an illuminating
reflection on the difference between the two symbols of cross and night. Pointing out how entering the night
is synonymous with carrying the cross, she provides a condensed presentation of John's thought on the active
and passive nights, as discussed in The Ascent of Mount Carmel and The Dark Night. All of this leads Edith
to speak of the glory of resurrection that the soul shares, through a unitive contemplation described chiefly in
The Living Flame of Love. In the summer of 1942, the Nazis without warrant took Edith away. The nuns
found the manuscript of this profound study lying open in her room.

Because of the Nazis' merciless persecution of Jews in Germany, Edith Stein traveled discreetly across the
border into Holland to find safe harbor in the Carmel of Echt. But the Nazi invasion of Holland in 1940 again
put Edith in danger. The cross weighed down heavily as those of Jewish birth were harassed. Sr. Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross's superiors then assigned her a task they thought would take her mind off the
threatening situation. The fourth centenary of the birth, of St. John of the Cross (1542) was approaching, and
Edith could surely contribute a valuable study for the celebration. It is no surprise that in view of her
circumstances she discovered in the subject of the cross a central viewpoint for her study. A subject like this
enabled her to grasp John's unity of being as expressed in his life and works.
Using her training in phenomenology, she helps the reader apprehend the difference in the symbolic
character of cross and night and why the night-symbol prevails in John. She clarifies that detachment is
designated by him as a night through which the soul must pass to reach union with God and points out how
entering the night is equivalent to carrying the cross.
Finally, in a fascinating way Edith speaks of how the heart or fountainhead of personal life, an inmost region,
is present in both God and the soul and that in the spiritual marriage this inmost region is surrendered by
each to the other. She observes that in the soul seized by God in contemplation all that is mortal is consumed
in the fire of eternal love. The spirit as spirit is destined for immortal being, to move through fire along a
path from the cross of Christ to the glory of his resurrection.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Russell:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book The Science of the Cross (The Collected Works of Edith Stein Vol. 6) (Stein,
Edith//the Collected Works of Edith Stein) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Joan Jackson:

The Science of the Cross (The Collected Works of Edith Stein Vol. 6) (Stein, Edith//the Collected Works of
Edith Stein) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Science of the Cross (The Collected Works of Edith Stein
Vol. 6) (Stein, Edith//the Collected Works of Edith Stein) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Harry Nelson:

The book untitled The Science of the Cross (The Collected Works of Edith Stein Vol. 6) (Stein, Edith//the
Collected Works of Edith Stein) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy
method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that.
The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it.
Have a nice study.

Willie McCorkle:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book The Science of the Cross (The Collected Works
of Edith Stein Vol. 6) (Stein, Edith//the Collected Works of Edith Stein) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be



1st opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the book The Science of the Cross (The
Collected Works of Edith Stein Vol. 6) (Stein, Edith//the Collected Works of Edith Stein) can to be your
brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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