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Why do modern Americans believe in something called a sense of humor and how did they come to that
belief? Daniel Wickberg traces the cultural history of the concept from its British origins as a way to explore
new conceptions of the self and social order in modern America. More than simply the history of an idea,
Wickberg's study provides new insights into a peculiarly modern cultural sensibility.

The expression "sense of humor" was first coined in the 1840s and the idea that such a sense was a
personality trait to be valued developed only in the 1870s. What is the relationship between Medieval
humoral medicine and this distinctively modern idea of the sense of humor? What has it meant in the past
125 years to declare that someone lacks a sense of humor? How is the joke, as a twentieth-century quasi-
literary form, different from the traditional folktale? Wickberg addresses these questions, among others,
using the history of ideas to throw new light on the way contemporary Americans think and speak.

The context of Wickberg's analysis is Anglo-American; the specifically British meanings of humor and
laughter from the sixteenth century forward provide the framework for understanding American cultural
values in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The genealogy of the sense of humor is, like the study of
keywords, an avenue into a significant aspect of the cultural history of modernity. Drawing on a wide range
of sources and disciplinary perspectives, Wickberg's analysis challenges many of the prevailing views of
modern American culture and suggests a new model for cultural historians.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Ross:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled The Senses of
Humor: Self and Laughter in Modern America? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have different opinion?

Lorenzo Logan:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Senses of Humor: Self
and Laughter in Modern America will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with
you?

Anna Bailey:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Senses of Humor: Self and
Laughter in Modern America that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Senses of Humor: Self and Laughter in Modern America
become your current starter.

Cruz Fleury:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Senses of Humor: Self and Laughter in Modern America will give you a new experience in reading
through a book.
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