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In seventeenth-century France, aristocratic women were valued by their families as commodities to be
married off in exchange for money, social advantage, or military alliance. Once married, they became legally
subservient to their husbands. The duchesse de Montpensier—a first cousin of Louis XIV—was one of very
few exceptions, thanks to the vast wealth she inherited from her mother, who died shortly after Montpensier
was born. She was also one of the few politically powerful women in France at the time to have been an
accomplished writer.

In the daring letters presented in this bilingual edition, Montpensier condemns the alliance system of
marriage, proposing instead to found a republic that she would govern, "a corner of the world in which . . .
women are their own mistresses," and where marriage and even courtship would be outlawed. Her pastoral
utopia would provide medical care and vocational training for the poor, and all the homes would have
libraries and studies, so that each woman would have a "room of her own" in which to write books.

Joan DeJean's lively introduction and accessible translation of Montpensier's letters—four previously
unpublished—allow us unprecedented access to the courageous voice of this extraordinary woman.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Shephard:

The feeling that you get from Against Marriage: The Correspondence of La Grande Mademoiselle (The
Other Voice in Early Modern Europe) is the more deep you looking the information that hide within the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Against Marriage: The Correspondence of La Grande Mademoiselle (The Other Voice in Early Modern
Europe) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood through anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Against
Marriage: The Correspondence of La Grande Mademoiselle (The Other Voice in Early Modern Europe)
instantly.

Randy Johnson:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Against Marriage: The Correspondence of
La Grande Mademoiselle (The Other Voice in Early Modern Europe) is simple to create you can read it in
the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ollie Waymire:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Against Marriage: The Correspondence of La Grande
Mademoiselle (The Other Voice in Early Modern Europe) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Against Marriage: The Correspondence of La Grande Mademoiselle
(The Other Voice in Early Modern Europe).

Irving Dorn:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
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