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Author Lee Hall takes the unusual tack of melding the hypothetical “life” of one mythological being—the
goddess Athena—into a single, chronological narrative. By drawing upon the richness of ancient history,
archaeology, and classical art and literature, she follows the metamorphosis of Athena' s identity, tracing
through it not only the origins of our concepts of justice and revenge, our attitudes toward wisdom and the
useful arts, but the disturbing mistrust of women inherited from the ancient world, as well as the struggle
between male and femal e that attended the very birth of western culture.Hall traces the earliest vestiges of
Athenaback to the fertility and survival rituals of prehistoric Crete. She then follows this diety associated
with the “ mother goddess” as she migrates to the mainland. But once there, Hall finds, Athena becomes an
“honorary male,” complete with helmet, spear, and sheild. The goddess once associated with rituals of
nurturing and fecundity now relishes the savagery of war, even masterminds the triumph of the Greeks over
the Trojansin Homer’ s lliad. Athenaforsakes her elementa female virtues and identity as she is co-opted by
the male-dominated warrior culture of the Mycenaeans.The third distinctive phase of Athena's career is as
the special deity of Athens, wher she makes herself felt in the great festivals, art, and architecture of her city,
but here too she must betray her gender as the price of civilization. In completing the transition to urban life,
one of her last actsis to drive underground the Furies, trapping and containing the ancient and angry female
energy.Athenais thus a profound and often troubling exploration of the changes in human
consciousness—especially with regard to gender and power—that brought humanity from fertility cultsto
the Age of Heroes to atime that embraced civic order and the search for wisdom and beauty. A fascinating
story, isis also aboon to anyone looking for an entertaining and comprehensible narrative that effectively
weaves together the Homeric epics, Greek drama, and modern archaeological discoveries.
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From reader reviews:
James Bass:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Athena: A Biography. Try to face the book Athena: A
Biography as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside
that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Jenni Roberts:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Athena: A Biography book because
this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Amber Payne:

This Athena: A Biography is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having bit of digest in reading this Athena: A Biography can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form which
is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them

feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especialy
this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So, don't missit! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Joseph Gabridl:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have
to doisjust spending your time very little but quite enough to have alook at some books. Among the books
inthetop list in your reading list is Athena: A Biography. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.
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