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In this remarkable account of imperial citizenship, Sukanya Banerjee investigates the ways that Indians
formulated notions of citizenship in the British Empire from the late nineteenth century through the early
twentieth. Tracing the affective, thematic, and imaginative tropes that underwrote Indian claims to formal
equality prior to decolonization, she emphasizes the extralegal life of citizenship: the modes of self-
representation it generates even before it is codified and the political claims it triggers because it is deferred.
Banerjee theorizes modes of citizenship decoupled from the rights-conferring nation-state; in so doing, she
provides a new frame for understanding the colonial subject, who is usually excluded from critical
discussions of citizenship.

Interpreting autobiography, fiction, election speeches, economic analyses, parliamentary documents, and
government correspondence, Banerjee foregrounds the narrative logic sustaining the unprecedented claims to
citizenship advanced by racialized colonial subjects. She focuses on the writings of figures such as Dadabhai
Naoroji, known as the first Asian to be elected to the British Parliament; Surendranath Banerjea, among the
earliest Indians admitted into the Indian Civil Service; Cornelia Sorabji, the first woman to study law in
Oxford and the first woman lawyer in India; and Mohandas K. Gandhi, who lived in South Africa for nearly
twenty-one years prior to his involvement in Indian nationalist politics. In her analysis of the unexpected
registers through which they carved out a language of formal equality, Banerjee draws extensively from
discussions in both late-colonial India and Victorian Britain on political economy, indentured labor, female
professionalism, and bureaucratic modernity. Signaling the centrality of these discussions to the formulations
of citizenship, Becoming Imperial Citizens discloses a vibrant transnational space of political action and
subjecthood, and it sheds new light on the complex mutations of the category of citizenship.
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From reader reviews:

Tessie Springfield:

This Becoming Imperial Citizens: Indians in the Late-Victorian Empire (Next Wave: New Directions in
Women's Studies) are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Becoming Imperial Citizens: Indians in the Late-Victorian Empire (Next Wave: New
Directions in Women's Studies) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout
the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Becoming Imperial Citizens: Indians in the Late-Victorian
Empire (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Mark Bock:

This book untitled Becoming Imperial Citizens: Indians in the Late-Victorian Empire (Next Wave: New
Directions in Women's Studies) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this book from your list.

Kristen Hancock:

The book Becoming Imperial Citizens: Indians in the Late-Victorian Empire (Next Wave: New Directions in
Women's Studies) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book
Becoming Imperial Citizens: Indians in the Late-Victorian Empire (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's
Studies) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Beth French:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Becoming
Imperial Citizens: Indians in the Late-Victorian Empire (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies)
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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