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Written by authors who are themselves Deaf, this unique book illuminates the life and culture of Deaf people
from the inside, through their everyday talk, their shared myths, their art and performances, and the lessons
they teach one another. Padden and Humphries employ the capitalized "Deaf" to refer to deaf people who
share a natural language--American Sign Language (ASL)--and a complex culture, historically created and
actively transmitted across generations.

Signed languages have traditionally been considered to be simply sets of gestures rather than natural
languages. This mistaken belief, fostered by hearing people's cultural views, has had tragic consequences for
the education of deaf children; generations of children have attended schools in which they were forbidden to
use a signed language. For Deaf people, as Padden and Humphries make clear, their signed language is life-
giving, and is at the center of a rich cultural heritage.

The tension between Deaf people's views of themselves and the way the hearing world views them finds its
way into their stories, which include tales about their origins and the characteristics they consider necessary
for their existence and survival. Deaf in America includes folktales, accounts of old home movies, jokes,
reminiscences, and translations of signed poems and modern signed performances. The authors introduce
new material that has never before been published and also offer translations that capture as closely as
possible the richness of the original material in ASL.

Deaf in America will be of great interest to those interested in culture and language as well as to Deaf people
and those who work with deaf children and Deaf people.
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From reader reviews:

Janie Ross:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Deaf in
America: Voices from a Culture? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have additional opinion?

William Emmer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Deaf in America: Voices from a Culture is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Fern Rodriquez:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Deaf in America: Voices from a Culture offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.

Ida Vanwormer:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of
book Deaf in America: Voices from a Culture. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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