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Flannery O’Connor (1925–1964) ranks among the foremost writers of fiction in American literature. Her
short stories, in particular, are considered models of the form. Born in Savannah, O’Connor spent most of her
life in Georgia and infused her work with southern characters, themes, and landscapes. A devout Catholic,
she addressed the mystery of God’s grace in everyday life, often amid the grotesque, the shocking, and the
violent. In this first full-length biography of the writer, Jean W. Cash draws upon extensive interviews with
O’Connor’s friends, relatives, teachers, and colleagues as well as on the writer’s voluminous correspondence
to provide a sensitive, balanced portrait of a fascinating woman.

As Cash demonstrates, O’Connor’s sheltered childhood, extraordinary intellect, spiritual certainty, and
unique personality—including a wry sense of humor—combined not only to make her something of an
outsider but also to foster her literary genius. As a child, her favorite activities were reading, writing stories,
and drawing. Perhaps more unusual was her childhood feat of teaching a rooster to walk backwards. Her
passion for exotic fowl later found expression in the peacock symbolism in her fiction.

The family moved to Milledgeville, Georgia, in 1938, and there O’Connor attended high school and college.
She left the South in 1945 and entered the graduate writing program at the University of Iowa, where she
completed several chapters of her first novel, Wise Blood. She went on to live at the Yaddo writers’ colony
in Saratoga Springs, New York, and she might have spent her most creative years in the North if illness had
not interfered. However, lupus—the same disease that had killed her father—forced her to return to
Milledgeville, where she lived and wrote for the remaining fourteen years of her life under the protective
care of her mother.

The latter chapters of Cash’s biography address O’Connor’s adjustment to her debilitating illness and to a
more circumscribed existence. As Cash explains, she learned to accommodate her mother’s insular outlook,
and in many ways her fiction profited artistically during this period. Her friendships and active
correspondence added to the variety and vitality of her life. She also traveled widely on the lecture circuit
and reviewed books for a local Catholic publication. Even in her illness and relative isolation in
Milledgeville, O’Connor continued to live a richly rewarding and creative life.

The Author: Jean W. Cash is professor of English at James Madison University.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Johnson:

The experience that you get from Flannery O'Connor: A Life will be the more deep you looking the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Flannery O'Connor: A Life giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific Flannery O'Connor: A Life instantly.

Samuel Hamby:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Flannery O'Connor: A Life the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get previous to. The Flannery O'Connor: A Life giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Rosario Jones:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Flannery O'Connor: A Life this publication consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Wesley Mansour:

This Flannery O'Connor: A Life is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information
since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Flannery O'Connor: A Life can be the light food
for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for



you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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