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In November 1893, Daniel Paul Schreber, recently named presiding judge of the Saxon Supreme Court, was
on the verge of a psychotic breakdown and entered a Leipzig psychiatric clinic. He would spend the rest of
the nineteenth century in mental institutions. Once released, he published his Memoirs of My Nervous Illness
(1903), a harrowing account of real and delusional persecution, political intrigue, and states of sexual ecstasy
as God's private concubine. Freud's famous case study of Schreber elevated the Memoirs into the most
important psychiatric textbook of paranoia. In light of Eric Santner's analysis, Schreber's text becomes
legible as a sort of "nerve bible" of fin-de-siècle preoccupations and obsessions, an archive of the very
phantasms that would, after the traumas of war, revolution, and the end of empire, coalesce into the core
elements of National Socialist ideology.

The crucial theoretical notion that allows Santner to pass from the "private" domain of psychotic
disturbances to the "public" domain of the ideological and political genesis of Nazism is the "crisis of
investiture." Schreber's breakdown was precipitated by a malfunction in the rites and procedures through
which an individual is endowed with a new social status: his condition became acute just as he was named to
a position of ultimate symbolic authority. The Memoirs suggest that we cross the threshold of modernity into
a pervasive atmosphere of crisis and uncertainty when acts of symbolic investiture no longer usefully
transform the subject's self understanding. At such a juncture, the performative force of these rites of
institution may assume the shape of a demonic persecutor, some "other" who threatens our borders and our
treasures. Challenging other political readings of Schreber, Santner denies that Schreber's delusional system-
-his own private Germany--actually prefigured the totalitarian solution to this defining structural crisis of
modernity. Instead, Santner shows how this tragic figure succeeded in avoiding the totalitarian temptation by
way of his own series of perverse identifications, above all with women and Jews.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Richard:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled My Own Private Germany: Daniel Paul Schreber's Secret History
of Modernity. Try to face the book My Own Private Germany: Daniel Paul Schreber's Secret History of
Modernity as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Jim Moffett:

This book untitled My Own Private Germany: Daniel Paul Schreber's Secret History of Modernity to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from
your list.

Christen Arnold:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be My Own Private Germany: Daniel Paul Schreber's Secret History of Modernity
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Michael Berube:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of My Own Private Germany: Daniel Paul Schreber's
Secret History of Modernity can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have
My Own Private Germany: Daniel Paul Schreber's Secret History of Modernity.
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