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Even before the first cannonballs were fired at Fort Sumter, American writers were trying to make creative
sense of the War Between the States. These thirty-one stories were culled from hundreds that circulated in
popular magazines between 1861 and the celebration of the American centennial in 1876. Arranged to echo
the sequence of the unfolding drama of the war and Reconstruction, together these short stories constitute an
“inadvertent novel,” a collective narrative about a domestic crisis that was still ongoing as the stories were
being written and published.
The authors, who include Louisa May Alcott and Mark Twain, depict the horrors of the battlefield, the
suffering in prison camps and field hospitals, and the privations of the home front. In these pages,
bushwhackers carry the war to out-of-the-way homesteads, spies work households from the inside,
journeying paymasters rely on the kindness of border women, and soldiers turn out to be girls. The stories
are populated with nurses, officers, speculators, preachers, slaves, and black troops, and they take place in
cities, along the frontier, and on battlefields from Shiloh to Gettysburg.
The book opens with a prewar vigilante attack on the Underground Railroad and a Kansas parson in Henry
King’s “The Cabin at Pharoah’s Ford” and concludes with an ex-slave recalling the loss of her remaining son
in Twain’s “A True Story.” In between are stories written by both women and men that were published in
magazines from the South and West as well as the culturally dominant Northeast. Wartime wood engravings
highlight the text. Kathleen Diffley’s introduction provides literary and historical background, and her
commentary introduces readers to magazine authors as well as the deepening disruptions of a country at war.
Just as they did for nineteenth-century readers, these stories will bring the war home to contemporary
readers, giving shape to a crisis that rocked the nation then and continues to haunt it now.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Vaughan:

The experience that you get from To Live and Die: Collected Stories of the Civil War, 1861–1876 may be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but To Live and Die: Collected Stories of the Civil War,
1861–1876 giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that To Live and Die:
Collected Stories of the Civil War, 1861–1876 instantly.

Leif Etter:

The book untitled To Live and Die: Collected Stories of the Civil War, 1861–1876 contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and
order it. Have a nice examine.

David Bostick:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and To Live and Die: Collected Stories of the Civil War,
1861–1876 as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes To Live and Die: Collected Stories of the Civil War, 1861–1876 to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Josette Leonard:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book To Live and Die: Collected Stories of the Civil War, 1861–1876 we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book To
Live and Die: Collected Stories of the Civil War, 1861–1876. You can more appealing than now.
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