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What is hope? What is Zion? And what does it mean to hope for Zion? In this insightful book, Joseph
Spencer explores these questions through the scriptures of two continents separated by nearly two millennia.
In the first half, Spencer engages in a rich study of Paul's letter to the Roman to better understand how the
apostle understood hope and what it means to have it. In the second half of the book, Spencer jumps to the
early years of the Restoration and the various revelations on consecration to understand how Latter-day
Saints are expected to strive for Zion. Between these halves is an interlude examining the hoped-for Zion
that both thrived in the Book of Mormon and was hoped to be established again.

Praise for For Zion:

"For Zion: A Mormon Theology of Hope is more than a theological reflection. It also consists of able textual
exegesis, historical contextualization, and philosophic exploration. Spencer's careful readings of Paul's focus
on hope in Romans and on Joseph Smith's development of consecration in his early revelations, linking them
as he does with the Book of Mormon, have provided an intriguing, intertextual avenue for understanding
what true stewardship should be for us-now and in the future. As such he has set a new benchmark for solid,
innovative Latter-day Saint scholarship that is at once provocative and challenging." - Eric D. Huntsman,
author, The Miracles of Jesus

"With For Zion, Joseph Spencer develops the Mormon tradition of Zion, writing in the style of Hugh Nibley-
mixing Old Testament and New Testament studies with commentary on the Book of Mormon, the Joseph
Smith revelations, and early Mormon history. The main area of development is the addition of theology,
Spencer's expertise. Mormon readers much prefer scriptural commentary and history to theology, but
Spencer weaves in his theological arguments and reflections in a readable and accessible manner. He also
tracks the textual development of Joseph Smith's consecration revelation with great care and provides
historically informed readings. And the whole work is aimed at the redemption of Zion. For Zion proves that
there can be such a thing as genuinely Mormon theology." - Mark Ashurst-McGee, Joseph Smith Papers

"The hour is late. Our eyes are heavy. Working without rest, possessed by our possessions, and consumed by
fantasies of acquisition and success we know full well, even were they to be realized, offer no relief from
what's eating us, we stumble. 'Wake up!' Spencer calls. 'Have hope! The kingdom of God is among us, Zion
is real, the Sabbath is here, and the law of consecration remains, as it must, in full force!'" - Adam S. Miller,
author, Rube Goldberg Machines: Essays in Mormon Theology

"Joseph Spencer is one of the most astute readers of sacred texts working in Mormon Studies. Blending
theological savvy, historical grounding, and sensitive readings of scripture, he has produced an original and
compelling case for consecration and the life of discipleship." - Terryl Givens, author, Wrestling the Angel:
The Foundations of Mormon Thought
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From reader reviews:

Paul Cockrell:

The book For Zion: A Mormon Theology of Hope make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use
to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book For Zion: A Mormon Theology of Hope
for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide For Zion: A
Mormon Theology of Hope. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Michelle Bachman:

This For Zion: A Mormon Theology of Hope book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This particular For Zion: A Mormon Theology of Hope without we understand teach the one who examining
it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry For Zion: A Mormon Theology of Hope can
bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This For Zion: A Mormon Theology of Hope having great
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Derek Clancy:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the For Zion: A Mormon Theology of Hope is kind
of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Alvin Reed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is For Zion:
A Mormon Theology of Hope.
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