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Geographical differences in living standards are a pressing concern for policymakers in the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA). Economies of agglomeration mean that production is most efficient when
concentrated in leading areas. So how can the region reduce spatial disparities in well-being without
compromising growth?

The solution to spatial disparities lies in matching the policy package to a lagging area’s specific
characteristics. Key questions include: is the lagging area problem really as serious as one thinks; is it a
problem of low economic opportunity or of poor human development; are lagging area populations close
enough to agglomerations to benefit from spillovers; and is there manifest private investor interest? Drawing
on the World Bank’s 2009 World Development Report, Reshaping Economic Geography, the book proposes
3 policy packages.

First, all lagging areas can benefit from a “level playing-field for development” and investment in people.
Geographic disparities in the policy environment are a legacy of MENA’s history, and gaps in human
development are a major component of spatial disparities. Smart policies for the investment environment,
health, education, social transfers and urban development can therefore close spatial gaps in living standards.

Second, lagging areas that are close to economic agglomeration can benefit from spillovers - provided that
they are connected. MENA’s expenditure priority is not necessarily long-distance primary connections, but
infrastructure maintenance and short-distance connections such as rural roads and peri-urban networks.
Public-private partnerships can also bring electronic connectivity to lagging areas.

Third, shifting regional development policy away from spatial subsidies towards the facilitation of cluster-
based growth will increase the chance of cost-effective impacts.

The final chapter of the book examines the institutional prerequisites for effective spatial policy. It argues
that MENA’s centralized/sectoral structures are not always adapted to governments’ spatial development
agendas, and describes alternative institutional options.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Cox:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Poor Places, Thriving People:
How the Middle East and North Africa Can Rise Above Spatial Disparities (MENA Development Report)
book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

James Cooper:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book Poor Places, Thriving People: How the Middle East and North Africa Can
Rise Above Spatial Disparities (MENA Development Report) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Andrew Comer:

This Poor Places, Thriving People: How the Middle East and North Africa Can Rise Above Spatial
Disparities (MENA Development Report) is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Poor Places,
Thriving People: How the Middle East and North Africa Can Rise Above Spatial Disparities (MENA
Development Report) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Helen McClain:

The book untitled Poor Places, Thriving People: How the Middle East and North Africa Can Rise Above
Spatial Disparities (MENA Development Report) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not



worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new
age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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