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In this insightful study of the childhood and youth of William Dean Howells, Dancing in Chains
demonstrates how the turbulent social and cultural changes of the early nineteenth century shaped the young
Howells's emotional and intellectual life. His early diaries, letters, poetry, fiction, and newspaper columns
are used to illustrate Olsen's argument, which also in turn throws light on the dominant tensions in
antebellum America. Accepting the emergent middle-class ethos of civilized morality, with its new
conceptions of child rearing and gender spheres, Howells's parents urged him to achieve self-control and
individual success while also teaching him to seek the good of others rather than his own glory. For Howells
the conflicts coalesced at the time of his leaving home, an increasing common rite of passage for antebellum
youth. Trying to affirm his sense of literary vocation, he tested his aspirations against the family's
Swedenborgian religious convictions and the antislavery commitments of his village while experimenting
with competing literary ideologies in the process of meeting the demands of the new mass reading audience.
For Howells the resulting tensions eased toward the end of his youth but reappeared in his more mature
works of fiction and social criticism in later years. Portraying the ordeal of coming of age during a
momentous period of American history, Dancing in Chains is a fascinating study with a broad appeal to
general readers as well as scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Dansby:

The particular book Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American Social
Experience) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book
was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Kenneth Leishman:

This Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American Social Experience) is great
guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word
or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American
Social Experience) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Frank Quintana:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells
(The American Social Experience) can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book
you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Dancing in
Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American Social Experience).

Maureen Smiley:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William
Dean Howells (The American Social Experience) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the publication Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William
Dean Howells (The American Social Experience) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone
and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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