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Activists and politicians have long recognized the power of a good story to move people to action. In early
1960 four black college students sat down at a whites-only lunch counter in Greensboro, North Carolina, and
refused to leave. Within a month sit-ins spread to thirty cities in seven states. Student participants told stories
of impulsive, spontaneous action—this despite all the planning that had gone into the sit-ins. “It was like a
fever,” they said.

Francesca Polletta’s It Was Like a Fever sets out to account for the power of storytelling in mobilizing
political and social movements. Drawing on cases ranging from sixteenth-century tax revolts to
contemporary debates about the future of the World Trade Center site, Polletta argues that stories are
politically effective not when they have clear moral messages, but when they have complex, often
ambiguous ones. The openness of stories to interpretation has allowed disadvantaged groups, in particular, to
gain a hearing for new needs and to forge surprising political alliances. But popular beliefs in America about
storytelling as a genre have also hurt those challenging the status quo.
A rich analysis of storytelling in courtrooms, newsrooms, public forums, and the United States Congress, It
Was Like a Fever offers provocative new insights into the dynamics of culture and contention.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Rayes:

It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics nevertheless doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Clarence Duncan:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like It Was Like a Fever:
Storytelling in Protest and Politics which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Jacqueline Lewis:

You may get this It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Bonnie Parker:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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