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This book presents a combined biographical, critical, and bibliographical estimate of Laurel & Hardy's
significance in film comedy, the arts in general, and as popular culture icons. Of the two, Laurel decidedly
evolves as the central player in this duo biography. The reasons for this are several, but mainly stem from
Laurel's role as team spokesman; his late life accessibility; media coverage given to his private life; and the
fact that he outlived Hardy by eight years--from 1957 to 1965--a period in which the ever burgeoning public
fascination with the team reached new proportions. Hardy's artistic input, however, is currently being given a
revisionist upgrading, which Gehring addresses.

The book is divided into five chapters. Chapter 1 is a biography of Laurel & Hardy, exploring the public and
private sides of their lives. Chapter 2 is a critique of four broad influences of Laurel & Hardy--as special
icons of comic frustrations; as developers of a change in film comedy pacing (which also eased their
transition from silent to sound film); as movie pioneers in the innovative early use of comic sound; and, most
importantly, as key participants in the evolution of the comic antihero into American mainstream humor.
Chapter 3 is composed of two very early reprinted Laurel & Hardy articles and a special Encore collection.
Chapter 4 is a very ambitious Laurel & Hardy bibliographical essay, assessing key reference materials and
locating research collections open to the student and/or scholar. This involves many obscure, often early
and/or untranslated articles drawn from research in Ulverston England--Laurel's birthplace--London and
Paris. Chapter 5 is a bibliographical checklist of all sources recommended in Chapter 4. This volume should
be of special interest to all Laurel & Hardy aficionados, and students/scholars of comedy.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Dupre:

The book Laurel and Hardy: A Bio-Bibliography (Popular Culture Bio-Bibliographies) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a very important thing like a book Laurel and Hardy: A Bio-Bibliography (Popular Culture Bio-
Bibliographies)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Laurel and Hardy: A Bio-
Bibliography (Popular Culture Bio-Bibliographies) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Doreen Williams:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Laurel and Hardy: A Bio-Bibliography (Popular
Culture Bio-Bibliographies) as the daily resource information.

Matthew White:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Laurel and Hardy: A Bio-Bibliography
(Popular Culture Bio-Bibliographies) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Laurel and Hardy: A Bio-Bibliography (Popular
Culture Bio-Bibliographies) become your personal starter.

Richard Lawrence:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Laurel and Hardy: A Bio-Bibliography (Popular
Culture Bio-Bibliographies) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to



available a book and learn it. Beside that the book Laurel and Hardy: A Bio-Bibliography (Popular Culture
Bio-Bibliographies) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of that time.
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