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Teeming with creatures, both real and imagined, this encyclopedic study in cultural history illuminates the
hidden web of connections between the Victorian fascination with fairies and their lore and the dominant
preoccupations of Victorian culture at large. Carole Silver here draws on sources ranging from the
anthropological, folkloric, and occult to the legal, historical, and medical. She is the first to anatomize a
world peopled by strange beings who have infiltrated both the literary and visual masterpieces and the minor
works of the writers and painters of that era.

Examining the period of 1798 to 1923, Strange and Secret Peoples focuses not only on such popular literary
figures as Charles Dickens and William Butler Yeats, but on writers as diverse as Thomas Carlyle, Arthur
Conan Doyle, and Charlotte Mew; on artists as varied as mad Richard Dadd, Aubrey Beardsley, and Sir
Joseph Noel Paton; and on artifacts ranging from fossil skulls to photographs and vases. Silver demonstrates
how beautiful and monstrous creatures--fairies and swan maidens, goblins and dwarfs, cretins and
changelings, elementals and pygmies--simultaneously peopled the Victorian imagination and inhabited
nineteenth-century science and belief. Her book reveals the astonishing complexity and fertility of the
Victorian consciousness: its modernity and antiquity, its desire to naturalize the supernatural, its pervasive
eroticism fused with sexual anxiety, and its drive for racial and imperial dominion.
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From reader reviews:

Della Bailey:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Strange
and Secret Peoples: Fairies and Victorian Consciousness? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jennifer Garza:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Strange and Secret Peoples: Fairies and
Victorian Consciousness book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Betty Giuliani:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Strange and Secret
Peoples: Fairies and Victorian Consciousness, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have
it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Diane Joiner:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Strange and Secret Peoples: Fairies
and Victorian Consciousness is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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