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In this original and sweeping review of Jewish culture and history, Ivan Marcus examines how and why
various rites and customs celebrating stages in the life cycle have evolved through the ages and persisted to
this day. For each phase of life--from childhood and adolescence to adulthood and the advanced years?the
book traces the origin and development of specific rites associated with the events of birth, circumcision, and
schooling; bar and bat mitzvah and confirmation; engagement, betrothal, and marriage; and aging, dying, and
remembering. Customs in Jewish tradition, such as the presence of godparents at a circumcision, the use of a
four-poled canopy at a wedding, and the placing of small stones on tombstones, are discussed. In each
chapter, detailed descriptions walk the reader through such ceremonies as early modern and contemporary
circumcision, weddings, and funerals.

In a comparative framework, Marcus illustrates how Jewish culture has negotiated with the majority cultures
of the ancient Near East, Greco-Roman antiquity, medieval European Christianity, and Mediterranean Islam,
as well as with modern secular and religious movements and social trends, to renew itself through ritual
innovation.

In his extensive research on the Jewish life cycle, Marcus draws from documents on various customs and
ritual practices, offering reassessments of original sources and scholarly literature.

Marcus’s survey is the first comprehensive study of the rites of the Jewish life cycle since Hayyim Schauss's
The Lifetime of the Jew was published in 1950, written for Jewish readers. Marcus’s book addresses a
broader audience and is designed to appeal to scholars and interested readers.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Thomas:

This The Jewish Life Cycle: Rites of Passage from Biblical to Modern Times (Samuel and Althea Stroum
Lectures in Jewish Studies) is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for
you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details
accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Jewish Life Cycle: Rites of Passage
from Biblical to Modern Times (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) in your hand like
having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Hollie Hoffman:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Jewish Life Cycle: Rites of Passage from Biblical
to Modern Times (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Carrie Porter:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Jewish Life Cycle: Rites of Passage
from Biblical to Modern Times (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) or perhaps others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The
Jewish Life Cycle: Rites of Passage from Biblical to Modern Times (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in
Jewish Studies) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

David Conte:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that



on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Jewish Life Cycle: Rites of Passage from Biblical to Modern Times (Samuel and Althea
Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) can make you experience more interested to read.
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