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In The Oxford Book of American Short Stories, Joyce Carol Oates offers a sweeping survey of American
short fiction, in a collection of nearly sixty tales that combines classic works with many "different,
unexpected" gems, and that invites readers to explore a wealth of important pieces by women and minority
writers.

Some selections simply can't be improved on, Oates admits, and she happily includes such time-honored
works as Irving's "Rip Van Winkle" and Poe's "The Tell-Tale Heart." But alongside these often-anthologized
tales, Oates introduces such little-known stories as Mark Twain's "Cannibalism in the Cars," a work that
reveals a darker side to his humor. From Melville come the juxtaposed tales "The Paradise of Bachelors and
the Tartarus of Maids," of which Oates says, "only Melville could have fashioned out of 'real' events...such
harrowing and dreamlike allegorical fiction." The reader will also delight in the range of authors found here,
from Charles W. Chesnutt, Jean Toomer, and Sarah Orne Jewett, to William Carlos Williams, Kate Chopin,
and Langston Hughes, to Ray Bradbury, H.P. Lovecraft, and Stephen King.

For the second edition, Oates has introduced a wide range of new stories from writers who represent the state
of American literature today. These new works include Lorrie Moore's "How to Become a Writer," Richard
Ford's "Under the Radar," Junot Diaz's "Edison, New Jersey," David Foster Wallace's "Good People," Philip
Roth's "Defender of the Faith," and Amy Hempel's "Today Will Be a Quiet Day." As in the original volume,
Oates provides fascinating introductions to each writer, blending biographical information with her own
trenchant observations about their work. In addition, she has written a new preface that contemplates our
shifting literary culture, and has revised her introductory essay to the first edition, in which she offers the
fruit of years of reflection on a genre in which she herself is a master.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Keller:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for all of us. The book The Oxford Book of American Short Stories had been making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The reserve The Oxford Book of American Short Stories is not only giving you far more new information
but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship while using book The Oxford Book of American Short Stories. You never
experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

France Brown:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication The Oxford Book of American Short Stories was filled about science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Jeremy Smith:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Oxford Book of American Short Stories was colourful
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Oxford Book of American Short Stories has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you
can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
which.

Jewel Williams:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The Oxford Book of American Short Stories when you essential it?
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