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American Literature, Lynching, and the Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence examines
spectatorship in American literature at the turn of the twentieth century, focusing on texts by Theodore
Dreiser, Miriam Michelson, Irvin S. Cobb, and Paul Laurence Dunbar. The spectator functions as a lens
through which we view the relationship between violence and social change as depicted in the politically-
charged crowds of fictional lynch mob scenes that expose the central tension of American democracy—the
struggle for balance between the rights of the individual and the demands of the community. This has played
out in American fiction through clashes between crowds and the primarily rural images that have so often
been used to describe America. While this pastoral vision of America has dominated the study of American
literature, this book argues for a reassessment of fiction that takes into consideration that the way the country
defines itself collectively is as significant as the way its people define themselves individually.
This study distinguishes itself from others by bringing together journalism, crowds, lynching, spectatorship,
and literature in new and innovative ways that uncover how American literature at the turn of the twentieth
century confronted and pushed beyond passive observation and static visual performances, which are
traditionally associated with the terms "spectator" and "spectacle." The crowds in fictional lynch mob scenes
clash with the idea of positive collective action because the crowd's vigilantism defies legitimate legal and
democratic processes. Lynch mobs, in contrast to other crowds like strikes or political rallies, do not reclaim
the democratic process from the control of the powerful and wealthy, but rather oppose those practices
violently without regard to justice. As a figure who is simultaneously within and outside the crowd, the
spectator (often in the form of a reporter character) is in a unique position to express the fractures occurring
between the individual and the collective in American society. Racial conflicts are a key aspect of the crowd
scenes examined. American writers contended with these issues by using the spectator to observe, question,
and challenge readers to consider the impact on the structure of American society.
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From reader reviews:

John Harrison:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book American Literature, Lynching, and the Spectator in
the Crowd: Spectacular Violence was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book American Literature,
Lynching, and the Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence is not only giving you far more new
information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book American Literature, Lynching,
and the Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence. You never feel lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Phillip Chadwick:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love American Literature, Lynching, and the Spectator in
the Crowd: Spectacular Violence, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jaime Friend:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The American Literature, Lynching, and the Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence
provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Verna Hibbard:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is American Literature, Lynching, and the Spectator in the Crowd:
Spectacular Violence this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That



book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book
ideal all of you.
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