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If America is a nation founded upon Enlightenment ideals, then why are so many of its most celebrated
pieces of literature so dark? American Terror returns to the question of American literature's distinctive tone
of terror through a close study of three authors—Jonathan Edwards, Edgar Allan Poe, and Herman
Melville—who not only wrote works of terror, but who defended, theorized, and championed it. Combining
updated historical perspectives with close reading, Paul Hurh shows how these authors developed terror as a
special literary affect informed by the way the concept of thinking becomes, in the wake of Enlightenment
empiricism, increasingly defined by a set of austere mechanic processes, such as the scientific method and
the algebraic functions of analytical logic. Rather than trying to find a feeling that would transcend thinking
by subtending reason to emotion, these writers found in terror the feeling of thinking, the peculiar feeling of
reason's authority over emotional schemes. In so doing, they grappled with a shared set of enduring
questions: What is the difference between thinking and feeling? When we know something, how do we know
that we know it? Why does it seem impossible to reason oneself out of an irrational fear? And what becomes
of the freedom of the will when we discover that affects can push it around?
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Winn:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular American Terror: The Feeling of
Thinking in Edwards, Poe, and Melville book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Norman Eiland:

The guide with title American Terror: The Feeling of Thinking in Edwards, Poe, and Melville posesses a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Matthew Hood:

This American Terror: The Feeling of Thinking in Edwards, Poe, and Melville is great book for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can
state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having American Terror: The Feeling of Thinking in Edwards, Poe, and Melville in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

John Hayes:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the American Terror: The Feeling of Thinking in Edwards, Poe, and Melville
when you required it?
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