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Volume 1: The History and Practice of Indigenous Plant Knowledge Volume 2: The Place and Meaning of
Plants in Indigenous Cultures and Worldviews Nancy Turner has studied Indigenous peoples' knowledge of
plants and environments in northwestern North America for over forty years. In Ancient Pathways, Ancestral
Knowledge, she integrates her research into a two-volume ethnobotanical tour-de-force. Drawing on
information shared by Indigenous botanical experts and collaborators, the ethnographic and historical record,
and from linguistics, palaeobotany, archaeology, phytogeography, and other fields, Turner weaves together a
complex understanding of the traditions of use and management of plant resources in this vast region. She
follows Indigenous inhabitants over time and through space, showing how they actively participated in their
environments, managed and cultivated valued plant resources, and maintained key habitats that supported
their dynamic cultures for thousands of years, as well as how knowledge was passed on from generation to
generation and from one community to another. To understand the values and perspectives that have guided
Indigenous ethnobotanical knowledge and practices, Turner looks beyond the details of individual plant
species and their uses to determine the overall patterns and processes of their development, application, and
adaptation. Volume 1 presents a historical overview of ethnobotanical knowledge in the region before and
after European contact. The ways in which Indigenous peoples used and interacted with plants - for nutrition,
technologies, and medicine - are examined. Drawing connections between similarities across languages,
Turner compares the names of over 250 plant species in more than fifty Indigenous languages and dialects to
demonstrate the prominence of certain plants in various cultures and the sharing of goods and ideas between
peoples. She also examines the effects that introduced species and colonialism had on the region's
Indigenous peoples and their ecologies. Volume 2 provides a sweeping account of how Indigenous
organizational systems developed to facilitate the harvesting, use, and cultivation of plants, to establish
economic connections across linguistic and cultural borders, and to preserve and manage resources and
habitats. Turner describes the worldviews and philosophies that emerged from the interactions between
peoples and plants, and how these understandings are expressed through cultures’ stories and narratives.
Finally, she explores the ways in which botanical and ecological knowledge can be and are being maintained
as living, adaptive systems that promote healthy cultures, environments, and indigenous plant populations.
Ancient Pathways, Ancestral Knowledge both challenges and contributes to existing knowledge of
Indigenous peoples' land stewardship while preserving information that might otherwise have been lost.
Providing new and captivating insights into the anthropogenic systems of northwestern North America, it
will stand as an authoritative reference work and contribute to a fuller understanding of the interactions
between cultures and ecological systems.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Dealba:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Ancient
Pathways, Ancestral Knowledge: Ethnobotany and Ecological Wisdom of Indigenous Peoples of
Northwestern North America is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Mamie Perkins:

The guide untitled Ancient Pathways, Ancestral Knowledge: Ethnobotany and Ecological Wisdom of
Indigenous Peoples of Northwestern North America is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book
of Ancient Pathways, Ancestral Knowledge: Ethnobotany and Ecological Wisdom of Indigenous Peoples of
Northwestern North America from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

James Murray:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Ancient Pathways,
Ancestral Knowledge: Ethnobotany and Ecological Wisdom of Indigenous Peoples of Northwestern North
America which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Danny Floyd:

You can get this Ancient Pathways, Ancestral Knowledge: Ethnobotany and Ecological Wisdom of
Indigenous Peoples of Northwestern North America by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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